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« EVENT: THE BANDSTAND REVIVAL PROJECT

Police band to rock the city

)STAND CULTURE 1
GRAND FINALE

s uson andstand Revival 8
E i 2 =M : ‘ ‘ Festival returns 'AND CULTURE
n R’ m;‘ ' withSeason Three, (TN
A N PUANA SRAR. ‘ Thisyear itwillbe |
Udyan, Malabar Hils spread over three months, 2
POLICE BAND + ANKUR and will be held at Uwree
D o & Sant Malabar Hill's Kumla N
The Bandstand Revival Project js ~ Sommemsiswuers sandstand and Carter :
Witloghe ey st he i - mating oo our Fcabonk pge
odvitha dash of the new says  Omeoidmn ¥ . i, P S
ys (odorChowperty) among the 17 city bands tak- We ot o great reception  the venue instead of driving
Glynda Alves ' : ing to tage. Organiserofthe  last year whenwe heldthe  down. It's also not that hot
n an age where the significance of ‘music’ Is ing live bands peft in open nreas festival, and SOMhIHﬁ glg at one venue st Malsbar Ved, 80 the season b‘mﬂ
I{,”,‘“é‘,“,,';‘,’,,:‘;:f"{,‘n"ﬁn‘ﬁﬁ,f,‘;'“‘f‘y g, Sugbovion dy sl ol R_tle\mu's bassist, Stuart Do Hill This year we are inelud- for evening walkers b adds.
gty L e gt b g o g s Costa explains thut the bunds  ing other venes so people The gigs will be held .50
g o . s g i oyl willplay into the sunset at - can revisit these bistorical - pm omwards every Saturday,
musle fn s bandstand.  bandstands were active, | would have Toved 10 Tugp 7 the age-old structures, con-  spaces and enjoy live music”  sturting this weekend till
B ity ot oy i v bl jovsige e g s el structed to host live gigs, but  says Da Costa. Msy‘!ﬁ'fbebaudshdmb
g Loy ooty B A i s i A o Sedroderrndl] have now become redundant.  The programming ofthe  Jocal beroes like D Costas
Chowpatty, Carter Road Amphitheatre and many  some pretty established bands. This time tound, we  tatan in the wake of nightcluhs and  festival is different this year  Something Relevant, Bombay
oo SuiNanal st culorl ks b skl U a1 Yo Wl & M owaiowe indoor five’ gig venues. with a mix of different genres  Bassment and Dischordian.

promote traditional and cultural links in the city by
recreating an environment from the 1800%, by

up
entertainment, you know where to go.
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The Bandstand Revivel

s SR iyt sty el ek i,

Projectis paving the syt B ot |
: Pt i s atempt e b Distpde ot St D

Wayfor open-lr s M i Rl U nd Bk (o o A

entertainment,

or Arfit Datta, Jead singer and
puitarist of the yeerold band

outdos spaces”, This year, the revival
will feature fve band performances at

f0 be o publc space” prochaime the  phitheatre

mesivian, This March, be wil prfeemat
the third Bandstand Revival Peoject,
which will be el every Sefuntay i the
menth of Mag

The Randstand Revival Projact was
started with the alm of “using beritaze
strctures foe the entertainment of the
publie,” accordiag to Kavits Sharma,
joint directix, Bombay Chamber of Com-
meree and Indnstrs, who crganised the
moject “Thove bandstamd po besk o the
16005 and zre & Ssbre umique to thecity
They weee constructed by the Beish fo
axcommodst crowils that would gather
to watch the brass baad of an Infaniry
regiment perfirm o the gvernor o the
city every evening, " says Sharma The
st strted outby howeasing he ol
tural heritage of the Indisn states
froagh theér danceand music. Bu, three
vears back. in & bid fo do something for
{he yoth and peovide peogle the chanse
0 sen fo live misae they woud othee:

o wisenotbeabtoatfid the RevivalPro

s Staart Dalosta, the peojeet ma-
ager for this yeer’s event, expaing. “This

S 52 revinl o the bndstind catre

)
The siv-mont:alf Bombay Basement

aemoRRs Y pag noe s, Bl

bwving performed & Bendres Am-
s I Colopand at B ok
st Rober O et is et por-
st i e e

air nes. ‘Il we pecoemata paidggn
& b scemenhers there s a resiriction.

intermsef the spuce available d theat-
moshere. In an opanal soonario,

are at the mercy of the elements, but

nothing s estrictsd" be sy, The le

ments, sy he musiians, st add ohelr - T Bombay Police Band performed at a previeus event held at Bandstand

perkoemannes, in the shsence of fancy
fights and special effects

If's an expeence that Datta telieves
ey band, new e 0bd. should compel
sorily e gartof “Thebands nzed . We
are al being shosed info rocmss. Theciey's
s cudire s bees restrivted fo st
clubs, which oan get suffcating. &t facks
aypen 2o needs fo breathe," 298 Del-
ta, who hupes that projects ke thishave
# doming effct

DeCosta, whv s alsoa member of the
band Something Relevazt, credits the
origanalityof over 20 Mizmbad bands or
the papularity of snh events “Mambed

omes his g in fve band culture o the
domning realisation that originabity hes
& lot more character than its carban:
copie omierparts” e saps. Aadieses
areoo loeger seting o just covess, they
wand oeiging! music, speoming differest
res and hepefil g
Thelscio open spaves, silentaons =
strivtions and high entectainment taes
e some of the fwordles faced by bands
wiking b perfinrm live. Akboughal the
pigs at the revival & free gigs, meeeg
howerer isstil he biggest hurdle. “When
budgets are Jow, you end 1 comprummis-

Mumbai hands have left the uilding

Sy N

ing And we are only & good 2 our last
sho, &0 it has to be good,” saps Rebian
Memumdar, memies of band The Cobour
Componmd, who will be playing at the e
vl “We oy plaving for e peapt;
et wears meking sk i share .
But it masds to b a viskle propositicer
deovewill lowe it a e Joss”
The live masis oolture gy still beat
& nasoent st bo thare hes heen an
(rese 10 the vents that feature Jive,
open-air music. And the Bandstand e
vival i hopefully jost e start
| joratdunds et
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ON Saturday, 5.30 pm to 8 pm

WHERE Kamala Nehru U (Hanging
Garden), Malabar Hill. e

Malls and movies, restaurants and reality
shows — while entertainment has taken a

different spin for us, our grandparents and
their parents had it simple. As the sun went
down over the India of the late 1800s and
early 1900s, these large families would
bundle up their kids in a tonga or walk it
up 10 one of the six bandstands that dorted
the city. Here, regimental bands played
mostly patriotic songs, making it an

of music and merriment for

ers.

The Bombay Chamber of Commerce and
Industry brings a twist to those sepia-tinted
days by rehashing the extinct bandstand
culture — only in the new technicolour
age, the regimental bands will be replaced
by city bands that p ing from
Rock and Funk to Bo and Pop. This
Dt

ens wi ing in
beautiful outdoors will be Blake, a five-
piece Hindi ‘confused pop’ band from
Delhi, followed by Hip Hop band Bombay
Bassment. Lay out the picnic mat, watch
t!zesungodownovex e city, enjoy the
lxvemumcandtotmlygobackmthedays
of the Raj, don't forget the scones.
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Bombay Chambers of Commearce and

DYING BANDSTAND CULTURE

GETS REVIVAL

Bombay business body organises a two-month-long fest
in city to promote British era open-air evening shows

RINKITA GURAV
rinktta gurav@mid-day.com

CONTINUING is crusade to

revive the nearextinct band-

| stand culture, the Bombay
Chamber of Commesce and
Industry has decided to take
the Britich era open-air musical
shows to different parts of the
city and to a diverse nudience

The musical fest, which
Kicked off ut Hanging Gardens
in Malabar Hill on Sseurday,
will continue rill May 28 when
the finale is scheduled,

*“Just when we thought the
cultural spirit of the aty was
dving A slow death, it got a
panscea In the form of the
recommencement of the Kala
Ghoda and Elephanta festivals,
and now revival of afrer-dusk
musical shows at bandstands

across the city,” said a band

membet.

MiD DAY had earlies report-
ed how wvarlous cultural
festivals were vanishing from
the city wherein we had men-
tioned all the nearextinct
cultural fests and the reasons
behind their slow death.

Put the bandstand shows
are back with a bang, much 10
the satisfaction of Mumbaikar,
known for their Jove of such
open-air evening musical

Lreats.

The joint director of
Bombay Chamber of
Commerce and  Industry,

Kavita Sharma, said, "We also
want to provide a platiorm for
youth bands 1o showcase their
creative skills to a diverse audi-
ence.

Free entertainment

The fest will also provide free
entertainment to people who
cannot afford to visit pubs or

clubs o watch live perform-
ance.”

There are 17 groups, includ-
ing Police and MCGM bands,
participating in this musical
extravaganza being organisad
in different bandmands of the

Sharma said, *We are still
awaiting a conflrmation from
the Navy Band to play on the
finale day. They would give it
the historic touch. Earfier only
the Navy and the Army bands

PANACEA

——
-

played at the bandstands."
Unlike in the previous years
when the progmamme was
restricted to performances in
Malabar Hill, thiy year the
bands would be staging live
es at Kamia Nehru
Udyan, Dadar
Probhu Deshpande and Sant
Dvaneshwar Udyan, next to
Kirti College, near Shivaji Park,
and Carter Road Amphitheatre
in Bandra.

at dfforant bandstands across the city. Ll mes

o —
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was taken up by the Bombay

Chamber of Commerce and Industry
in 2007 and last year the concert at
Hanging Gardens saw an unprecedented
amount of success, With its soft rock line-
p n the midst a sprawling garden, the gigs
attracted not fust he usual music punters
but also joggers, walkers, picnic-ers, basi-
cally a diverse crowd that you wouldn't
usually see at arock gig, This year, they plan

Ihe tevival of the bandstand culture

. Istotakeit to different bandstands through

the city.
With live performances that will be held

tll e end of May, at three different locations
'~ Malabar Hill- Kamla Nehru U

dyan, Dadar
Chowpatty Bandstand (Near Shivaji Park)

and Carter Road Amphitheater in Bandra,
The festival will feature a bouquet of
sounds. There are hindi rockers like Pradak-  Search for 'Revival of the bandstand culture' on
shinam, Rang, Ankur Tiwari and the Facebook or call 9819689544 for detalls
Ghalat Family and Airport. Then there
are alternative sounds
by bands like Bom-
bay  Bassment
and  Vasudha
Sharma, And fi-
nally, the actual
bands' — the Po- *
lice band and the
MCGMband. 1
The perform- -
ances will be
held almost

every weekend with the finale on May 28,

Bombay
Bassment
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Bandstand festival
spawns global talent

Belka Jaisinghani | Tn
:

Mumbai: A young band of
Hindi-Urdw musicians from
Pune named Highway 61 re-
ceived much appreciation wh-
en they- performed at Mum-
bai'sunique bandstandfestival
in 2010. Last month, they
earned the rare honour of
opening for Bryan Adams at
hisconcert inPune.

With the thirdedition of the
Bandstand Revival Project be-
ginning Safurday, the organis-
ers have invited thisband, ates-
timony of theirsuceess, toplay
at the grand finale, Highway
61's keyboard player Handik

Vaghela also gives credit tothe
Mumbai experience.

The Bombay Chamber of
Commerce &  Industry
(BCCE&T) will host nine concer-
ts across three of the cify’s his-
toric bandstands from March
12 through May 28. “The festiv-
alshoweasesthe musical talent
of upcoming bands and isopen
to the public free of cost. This
vear, the groups will perform at
Bandra, Dadar Chowpatty and
Hanging Garden,” said Kavita

' Sharma, joint director, BCC&L

“We have invited the policeand
BMC bands and are trying our
best to convinee the prized Na-
vy band toperform.”



